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Prime Care added a fourth clinic at The
Kirklin Clinic® (TKC) this year to accom-
modate patient demand for primary care
services. Prime Care is comprised of ap-
proximately 40 internal medicine (IM)
physicians at TKC and clinics in Hoover,
Hueytown, Inverness, and Moody. The
Hospitalist Service also is part of Prime
Care.

TKC originally was envisioned as pri-
marily a specialty clinic, with Prime Care
(then known as UCare) as an off-site pri-
mary care portal. Community demand
and the rise of health maintenance or-
ganizations, coupled with the need for
more patient-convenient integration of
primary care with specialty services, cre-
ated a need for additional primary care
physicians on site, TKC Chief of Staff
Nancy E. Dunlap, MD, PhD, MBA, who
oversees Prime Care, says.

“Prime Care plays a crucial role in our
system. Its physicians practice primary
and secondary preventive medicine; man-
age stable diabetes, hypertension, and
heart disease; and seek to identify the on-
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set of acute disease. Their leadership role
in the TKC-wide medication reconcilia-
tion program is hugely important,” Dr.
Dunlap says.

The four TKC Prime Care clinic pods
are IM-1, IM-2, IM-3, and General Inter-
nal Medicine (GIM). All are on the sec-
ond floor except IM-3, which opened
April 28 on the third floor in space va-
cated when orthopaedics relocated to
UAB Highlands.

Most physicians in the three IM pods
are, in essence, full-time clinicians with
few, if any, research and teaching respon-
sibilities. In contrast, GIM physicians
practice academic primary care medicine,
with teaching, research, and inpatient re-
sponsibilities, and see ambulatory patients
1 or 2 days a week at TKC.

Each pod’s lead physician reports to Dr.
Dunlap. They are: IM-1, Patricia L. Garver,
MD; IM-2, L. Steve Hunt, MD; IM-3,
Stephen W. Stair, MD; and GIM, Emily A.
Boohaker, MD. Patricia Long, RN, is nurse
coordinator and Mark Schmidt is adminis-
trator for Prime Care.

IM-3 recently added two new physicians
to help shorten the waiting time for new
patient appointments. “All Prime Care

physicians are extremely
busy with patient care,”
Dr. Stair says, “but it's im-
portant to the medical en-
terprise to keep up with
demand. Patients now ex-
perience only a 2- to 4-
week waiting period for
our new doctors.”

A shortage of physi-
cians entering primary
care fields concerns Dr.
Stair. “New doctors who
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come out of medical school with debt of
$140,000, see the slowly dwindling reim-
bursement for primary care, and have
doubts about going into the trenches on
the front lines of medicine,” he says.
“However, the attractions of the field are
numerous. \We love treating the variety of
conditions we see, the ability to follow
patients for years and years, and the possi-
bility of seeing whole families for care.
We guide them through stages of illness
and of life. It's extremely rewarding.”

Dr. Dunlap points out that although most
Prime Care physicians do not conduct med-
ical research, they take part in quality- and
process-improvement initiatives that can
change the way ambulatory medicine is
practiced. One such project was the federal
Center for Medicaid & Medicare Services
Physician Quality Reporting Initiative,
which last year allowed for a 1.5% bonus
reimbursement for successful completion of
checklist measures for diabetes.

In addition, she says, a Prime Care ini-
tiative, partially driven by small financial
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incentives for staff and physicians, suc-
cessfully reduced Medicare denials for
laboratory billing from 26% to 7%, re-
couping several hundred thousand dollars
in savings.

GEER JoINS PRIME CARE

continued from page 1

medicine residency at Ohio State Univer-
sity Hospitals, Columbus.

DR. MICHAEL GEER

From 1995 to 2008 Dr. Geer was in pri-
vate practice with Trinity Medical Center
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(formerly Baptist Montcair Medical Cen-
ter). Since 2005 he has been the medical
director at Kirkwood by the River retire-
ment community.

Dr. Geer can be reached at 205.801.7323
for academic and administrative calls or by
e-mail at mgeer@uabmc.edu

Book DELIVERY Now AVAILABLE
AT HOSPITAL LIBRARY

New Service Can Save a Trip

The Lister Hill Library of the Health
Sciences at University Hospital is rolling
out a new book delivery service for all
clinical staff. After enrolling in the serv-
ice, staff can request books from the circu-
lating collection of the main Lister Hill
Library and pick the material up at the
hospital library within 2 weekdays. Books
also can be renewed and returned through
the hospital library.

For more information or to enroll in
the book delivery service, visit www.uab
.edu /lister/wpweb and click on the Book
Delivery link, or visit the library, located
in room P235 of the West Pavilion.
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UAB Health System's Department of
Marketing Communications is providing
an opportunity for physicians to have
professional portraits taken at its upcom-
ing photo sessions.

Sessions will be held at the West Pavil-
ion second floor conference center lobby
on Wednesday, October 29, from 8:30
Am to 4:30 pm, and on Thursday, Octo-
ber 30, from 8:30 am to 4:30 pPm.

To schedule an appointment, contact
Carol Pierce at cpierce@uabmc.edu. Physi-
cians should wear their white coats to
the portrait sessions. Those without an
appointment also are welcome.

The photos are used on the Health Sys-
tem Web site’s physician directory and in
other Health System communications.

INVESTIGATION OF UNNATURAL
DEATHS

By law the Jefferson County Coroner/
Medical Examiner's Office must investi-
gate, when notified, deaths that occur in
Jefferson County in the following situa-
tions:

 Cases involving suspicion of criminal

violence or criminal neglect

= Deaths of persons under arrest or in

carcerated in a jail, prison, or deten-
tion center

« Sudden unexplained deaths in infants,

children, and adults

» Deaths thought to represent a hazard

to public health

« Cases where a body is altered by fire,

decomposition, or other means, pre-
cluding visual identification
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= Accidents

* Homicides or suicides

= Suspected criminal abortion

“In these cases, family authorization for
an autopsy by the Coroner’s Office is not
required,” says Robert M. Brissie, MD,
director of the Division of Forensic Path-
ology. “To avoid confusion, physicians
should not approach families for permis-
sion in such cases until the coroner or
medical examiner has declined to perform
an autopsy.

“It is also important to note that if an in-
dividual is injured as a result of a situation
that occurs in Jefferson County, and that
person then travels to another county and
subsequently dies there as a result of that
injury, the case still falls under the juris-
diction of the Jefferson County Coroner’s
Office,” Dr. Brissie says.

Similarly, if the injury occurs in another
county and the person travels to Jefferson
County for treatment and subsequently
dies in Jefferson County as a result of that
injury, the Jefferson County Coroner/
Medical Examiner's Office does not have
jurisdiction. The decision must be made
by the coroner from the county where the
injury occurred.

The Jefferson County Coroner/Medical
Examiner’s Office conducts its examinations
and autopsies at Cooper Green Hospital.
“However, in the event a UAB physician
desires an autopsy examination to be per-
formed, the Jefferson County Coroner’s
Office should be contacted first,” he says.
If an autopsy is not authorized by the Jef-
ferson County Coroner/Medical Exam-
iner's Office, the body can be released to
the university for autopsy following the
external examination, if proper authoriza-
tion has been obtained from next of kin.

Organ donation may still be possible
when an autopsy is performed, but physi-
cians should contact the Coroner/Medical
Examiner's Office at 205.930.3603 prior
to approaching family members so proper
arrangements can be made. “We always
try to allow family members to make or-
gan donations,” says Dr. Brissie. “How-
ever, our office should be called first.
This saves time and avoids a potentially
embarrassing situation if the county can-
not allow donation.”
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For more information on death certifi-
cates, visit the UAB SCR Web site at
https://scr.hs.uab.edu, click on UAB Hos-
pital, click on Standards, and enter “death
certificates” in the search box.

ALEXANDER ELECTED
ACLPS PRESIDENT

C. Bruce Alexander, MD, professor and
vice chair of the Department of Pathology,
was elected president of the Academy of
Clinical Laboratory Physicians and Scien-
tists (ACLPS) at its June meeting at the
University of Pennsylvania.

Dr. Alexander becomes the second
ACLPS president from UAB, following
Professor of Pathology Jon V. Straumfjord
Jr, MD, who served from 1968 to 1970.
Jay M. McDonald, MD, UAB's immediate
past pathology chair, was president of the
academy while at Washington University
School of Medicine, St. Louis, Missouri.

ACLPS is supported by more than 80
academic medical centers in the United
States. It supports Young Investigators in
Laboratory Medicine and devotes its an-
nual meetings to developing academic tal-

ent. Dr. Alexander will preside over the
continued on page 4
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UAB Hospital is first runner-up for the
2008 Hospital of the Year Award, pre-
sented by the American Alliance of
Healthcare Providers (AAHP). AAHP Presi-
dent R. Vincent Parr announced the deci-
sion recently.

Cabell Huntington Hospital, Huntington,
West Virginia, won the award.

Holston Valley Medical Center, Kingsport,
Tennessee, is second runner-up. Other
hospitals in the top 10 are Dixie Regional
Medical Center, St. George, Utah; Jeanes
Hospital, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; Lees-
burg Regional Medical Center, Leesburg,
Florida; Memorial Hospital, York, Pennsyl-
vania; Silver Cross Hospital, Joliet, lllinois;
St. Francis Hospital and Medical Center,
Hartford, Connecticut; and The Valley
Hospital, Ridgewood, New Jersey.
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ALEXANDER ACLPS PRESIDENT

continued from page 3

2009 annual meeting at the University of
California, Los Angeles. For more infor-
mation go to http://depts.washington.edu/
Imaclps/.

FRIEDMAN’S NEWSPAPER
CoLumN WINS AWARD

“Parenting With Dr. Vivian Friedman,”
a column in the Birmingham Parent monthly
newspaper, won a silver award recently
from the Parenting Publications of America
(PA). Her column has appeared regularly in
this publication since 2005.

From 1988 to 2005 Dr. Friedman, clini-
cal psychologist and professor of psychia-
try, wrote 1750 biweekly columns for The
Birmingham News.

Dr. Friedman earned her BS degree in
developmental psychology from Cornell
University, an EdM from Harvard Univer-
sity, and a PhD from Case Western Reserve
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University. She has trained in forensic
psychology, psychoanalytic group therapy,
and Rorschach methods and analysis.

Dr. Friedman completed an internship
at Boston Children’s Hospital-Harvard
School of Medicine and a fellowship in
neuropsychology at Boston University
School of Medicine. She was a teaching
fellow at Case Western Reserve and Har-
vard, clinical fellow at Harvard, clinical
instructor at Boston University School of
Medicine, and assistant professor at Tufts
University. She joined UAB in 1983.

R —
Reynolds Historical Lecture

Associate Director and Curator, Johns Hop-
kins University Institute of the History of
Medicine, Christine Ruggere, will present
“Doctors’ Ladies, or Another Look at Chi-
nese Diagnostic Manikins™ on October 23
at Noon at Lister Hill Library of the Health
Sciences, third floor, Ireland Room.
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